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Deer-resistant
Ornamental Plants

J.L. Horton and W.D. Edge

would avoid. Deer
damage usually
occurs from late fall
through early spring.

The following list of
deer-resistant plants is a general
guide. Deer sometimes will
browse the plants listed and
sometimes will avoid plants not
listed.

Poisonous plants are labeled;
use caution when choosing these
species, especially in areas where
children are present. You may
obtain further information on the
plant part, time of year, and form

lthough many people

enjoy deer, these

animals can be destruc-
tive to gardens, orchards, and
landscaped areas. Deer damage to
ornamental plants is associated
with a variety of factors including
increasing numbers of deer,
human population shifts to rural
and suburban areas, and landown-
ers prohibiting deer hunting.

Although a deer-proof fence is

the best insurance against deer
damage, landscaping with deer- ¥ AN
resistant plants is a more aestheti- ‘%”’/j// Yy
cally pleasing alternative. Deer are . .

selective feeders; they prefer some of toxicity from garden nurseries
foods over others. Plants deer Tastes, preferences, and digestand libraries.

usually avoid are considered deer-bility also vary with plant parts, Plant climate zones are listed
resistant. Deer eat a variety of  plant age, growth stage, and time for each plant species. These
vegetation including woody of year. The availability of natural zones are areas with a common set
plants, grasses, fruits, nuts, food can greatly affect the amountof temperature ranges, humidity

ornamental trees, shrubs, vines, of damage caused by deer. If an patterns, and other geographic and
and garden vegetables. Landscapadequate supply of natural browseseasonal characteristics that allow
ing based on a knowledge of deeris available, deer are less likely to certain plants to grow.

feeding habits can reduce or eat ornamental plants. When the
eliminate costly browsing damage natural food supply is low, how-
to ornamentals. ever, few ornamental plants will

A plant can be deer resistant foibe resistant, and deer may cause mﬁon, research assistant,
several reasons. Many of the mosheavy browse damage. A large Department of Fisheries and Wildlife,
deer-resistant plants are poison- deer population can create COMpepregon State University; and W.
ous—some at all times, and othersition for food, causing deer to eat Daniel Edge, Extension wildlife
only at certain growth stages. many plants that they normally  specialist; Oregon State University.
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Oregon Climate Zone Summaries

Zone 1

Zone 2

Zone 3

Zone 4

Zone 5

Zone 6

Coldest winters in the western United States. Snow stays on the ground for extended
periods.

Second coldest winters. Average low temperatures somewhat warmer than in zone 1.
Snow stays on the ground for extended periods.

Mildest snowy-winter climate. Snow stays on the ground, but average low temperatures
are warmer than in zone 2.

Marine influence along the coast. Relatively warm winters, and snow is rare.

Willamette Valley: warmer summers and longer growing season than in zone 4. Snow
remaining on the ground is uncommon.

Rogue River Valley: hot summers and mild but pronounced winters.

Marine influence along the southern coast. Cool, wet winters and cool summers,
frequently with fog or wind.
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Note: “All zones” refers

to all zones throughout
Perennlals’ BUIbS the United States.
Botanical Name Common Name Climate Zone
Agapanthus afficanus ...........ccccceeeiiiieeeeniien el Blue Lily-of-the-Nile ... 6,7

Agave american@POISONOUS) ........ccceeeviiiieeeeninens Century Plant (POISONOUS) ......ccooiiiiiiiieiiiiiieee e 7

AlOE SPP. ittt AlOE oo

AQUIIEGIASPP. «eeeeeieeiieeeeeeitiiee e Columbine

Artemisia tridentata............cccooeeiieeeeiiiiieceee Basin Sagebrush, Big SAge ........ccuvveeiiiiiiiiiieiiei e All zones
ArUNAO AONAX .evveeeiiiieeiee e GIANTREEA ..o All zones
Delphiniumspp. (POISONQOUS) ......ccocoiiieeeeiiiiieaeenne Larkspur (POISONOUS) ....ccooiiiiiiiieeiiiiiieee e regaxil @nes
Digitalis spp. (POISONOUS) .....cocoiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeiieen Foxglove (POISONOUS) .....ccooiiiiiiieeiiiieeee e All.zones

Echium fastuosum ..........cccccovveiiiiniiec e Pride of Madeira .........ccovveviiiiiiiicie e 7
Helleborusspp. (POISONOUS ........cocciieiieiiiiiieeeee HEllEDOre ... All zones

IS o] o F ST PUPPRRN IEIS e e All zones
Kniphofia uvaria...........ccocoiiiiiiiee e Devil's Poker, Red-hot PoKer ...........cccooeiiiiiiiiiieiieeen All Oregon zones
LEUCOJUMSPP. «eeiiiiieee ettt e et e e e e SNOWFIAKE ... 22 All zones
Lupinesspp. (POISONOUS) ......ccocveeieeeiiiiiieeeeeeeee Lupine (POISONOUS)........cccouueee. ... All.ZzOnes
Narcissusspp. (POISONOUS) ......cceeveeiiiiiiieeeeiiieeenn Narcissus, Daffodil (POISONOUS) .......ccccceveeiiiiieieenens nesll zo
NOIINGA PAITYT .eeeeiiiiiiiie e NLOBIN@ L. 7

OXaliS Oregana. ......ccceeiuveieieeiiiieee e Oxalis, Redwood SOITEl .....c.ccueiiiiiiieiieee e 4,5,6,7
PedioCaCIUSPP. «vveeeiiieiiieee et e et Hedgehog Thistle ... R §

Phormium tENaX.........coovuviiiiiiiieieieee e o New Zealand FlaX ..., 6,7

Romneya COUEri ..........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeieeee e Matilija POPPY -eeeeeeeeiiiiieieeeiieee e All zones
Rosmarinus of ficinalis .........cooueiiiiiiieiiiiieeeeeeen, ROSEMANY ..o 3,4,5,6,7
Trillium SppP. .o Trillium, Wake-robin All zones
Tulipaspp. ...cccoeenne. TUlP. e e et All zones
ZantedeSChiBPP. «.ocovoveeeeeeeiiiee e Calla Lily .o e 4,57
ZAUSCNNEIIBBPP. .evereeeeiiiiiiiie et Zauschneria, California Fuchsia...........ccooee i ceeeeeenn 2,3, 4,5, 6, 7
Shrubs

Botanical Name Common Name Climate Zone
BerDeriSSPP. - eeeeeeeeeiiiiee e Common Barberry, Oregon Grape ............ccceeen.... All ZONES

Buddleia davidii ..........cocoeeieeiiiiiieeeee e Butterfly BUSH ... All Oregon zones
BUXUS SEMPEIVIFENS .....ciiiiiiiiiiieee e COommMON BOXWOOO .......u.iiiiiiieieieee e 3,4,5,7
Calyeanthus occidentalis ...........ccceeeiiiieiieniiiiennn. Western Spice BUSh ... 4,5,6,7
Celastrus scanderf®OISONOUS) ........ccceveeeriiinenennn. American Bittersweet (POISONOUS) ........cccooviiieveeiiiiienn. All zones
Chamaerops humilis ..........cccciiiiiiiiieed European Fan Palm

Choisya ternata .........c.occveeeeeiiiiiieee e MEXICAN OFANGE ...eiiiiiiiiiiiee e e ettt e e e e e e e anees

COPrOSMA MEPENS .....eeieeeeeiiiiieeeaaeiiieeeaeaniieeeaeaanees Mitror Shrub ....................

Cornus Stolonifera ..........ceveeiviiiieee e Red Osier Dogwood

(0] (=T K] o) o P UER PRI Australian Fuchsia 4,57

CotiNUS COQQYTIIA «eeveeeiieiiiieeeeiiiiieae e e e SINOKE TIEE ..ttt e e e e e

CYLiSUS SCOPAIIUS ....eveeieeiiiieieaeeeiiiieeeeeaieieeee e SCOLCH BrOOM ...

Daphnespp. (POISONOUS) ......ccocvieiieiiiiiiieee e Daphne (POISONOUS) .....cooooiiiieeeiiiiiecee e All.Oregon zones
Enkianthus campanulatus.............ccccccveeeiiiinne. Redvein Enkianthus

FOrsythiaSpp. «oooooeeeeieee e Forsythia ........ccccooviieiieiiee

Hakea Suaveolens ..........ccocoeveviiiiec s Sweet Hakea ..........ccoeevveeiinnennne,

llex spp. (except thornless) ..........oeevviiiieieiiiiiiieeeeeins HOIY oo

Jasminumspp. ......ccceeeeennne . JasMINe ..

JUNIPEIUSSPP. «eeeeeeeeiiiiiieee ettt e e iaeee e JUNIPET .t e

Kalmia latifolia (POISONOUS) ......ccccceeeiiiiiiieeeeee Mountain Laurel (POISONOUS) All Orezgon zon
Kerria JaponiCa ........ccouiuviieiiiiiieee e Japanese ROSE .......ooiiiiiiiiiie e All Oregon zones
Kolkwitzia amabilis ..o, Beauty BUSK .....cooiiiiiiiii e All Oregon zones
Leucothoe fontanesiana...........cccoccevvveeieiivieeernnnnn. Draaping LeUCOthOe ...........eviiiiiiiiiiieee e 4,6,7
Melianthus major .........ccceeviiiieieeiiiiieee e HONEY BUSK ...

Nerium oleande(POISONOUS) ........coccvveveeeniiiinnnennn. Oleander (POISONOUS) ....cooiiiiiiiiiieeiiiieee e
OPUNLIASPP. o eieeeeeee ettt Prickly Pear .........oiiiiiiiiiie s e

Pieris japonica(POISONOUS) .......ccccceeeiiiiieieeniiiien. Japanese Pieris (POISONOUS)..........

Prunes caroliniangPOISONOUS) Carolina Cherry Laurel (POISONOUS)

Rhododendrospp. (POISONOUS) Rhododendron (POISONOUS) .......ccccceeeeninnee

RNUS OVALA ....oooiiiiiiiieiiee e SUGAr BUSH ..o

Sabal blackburniana...........ccccoooiiini Hispaniolan Palmetto. .........cccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceee e 7

Sambucus racemogBOISONOUS) .........cccvveeeeeriinns Red Elderberry (POISONOUS) .....ccooiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiie e 1,2,3
Solanunspp. (POISONOUS) ......ccooviiiiiieiiiiiieie e Nightshade (POISONOUS) ........ccooiiiieieiiiiiieieeeeis ,4,.5.6T
Spartium juNCeUM .........c.eeeeeeniiierieeniiis SPaNiSh BrOOM .....coiiiiiiiiiiiie e 4,5,6,7
SYriNga VUIQaris .........ccoeiiiiiiiiieiiiiiee e CamMON HHIAC . All Oregon zones

Teucrium frutiCaNns ......oocuvee e (@114 01z a0 (=] (T 4,5,6,7



Trees

Botanical Name Common Name Climate Zone
Beaucarnea reCurvata ............cceeeeeeveeeeeeeeneeeeennnnn. Ronytail, Bottle Palm ..o 7

Betula papyrifera ........cocoeeeiiiiiiiieeeeee e Paper Birch .......cccooiiiiiii. 1,2,3,4,5
Betula pendula...........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiee e European White Birch All Oregon zones
Cordyline australis Dracacna PalmM ... 4,7

COINUS CAPILALA. . .eeeeeiiieieee et e e e e e Himalayan Dogwood .............ccoeiieeiiiiiiieee e ceeeeceeees 7

Cornus florida...........evieiiiiiee e Flowering DoOgwood ..........cccoeiiiiiiieeeiiiiiee e All Oregon zones
COMNUS KOUSA ..cvuniiiiiiiieeeiee et KOUSA DOGWOO ....oooiiiiiiiieieiiiiiee e 3,4,5,6
Crataegus laevigata ........ccccooecveeeeeiiiiiiieeeeiieeen English HaWthorn ... All Oregon zones
DioSpyros Virginiana ...........ccceeeeeeeeeeeniiieeee e PEISIMMON ..o 3,4,5,6,7
Elaeagnus angustifolia...........cccoeeeeiiiiiineeniiinen RUSSIAN OlIVE ... s 1.2,3,6

Erythea armata.........coocveeiieiiiiiiiee e Mexican Blue Palm .........ccccooooiiiiiiiiiii e 7

FagUS SYIVAICA.......cceeiiiiiiiiee e European Beech ............ccccoeiiiiiiiii i . All Oregon zones

[ (oo (o N EdiDIE Fig e 4,5, 7

Fraxinus Veluting.............ccceiieeiiiiinec e ArZONAASN ... R

Gleditsia triacanthos...........ccueeiiiiiiiiieiee e Honey Locust 1,2,3,4,5,6

llex spp. (except thornless) ........ccccviiiieeiiiiiiiee e HOIY e 2,3,4,5,6,7
JUNIPEIUSSPP. -eteieeeeeiiiiieee ettt e e iaeeee s Juniper

Lyonothamnus floribundus ............ccccooiiiiiiiinnnn Catalina Ironwood

Melia azedaracfPOISONOQUS) .........cooiviieieeniinnn. China-berry Tree (POISONOUS)

Myrica californica ........cccccoeeveveeeiiiiiieeceneeee WAX MY L

PROENIXSPP. oo Date Palm .......cccooviiiiiiiiiiiie.

Picea abies.........oooiiiiiiiiiiie NOIWAY SPIUCE .....oviiieeiiiiiiiee e e ... Al OFEQON ZONES
Picea glauca ...........coooiiiiiiiiiiiic e WHItE SPIUCE ..ooiiiiiiiiiie e All Oregon zones
Picea PUNGENS ....coiiiiiiii i Colorado Blue Spruce All Oregon zones
PINUS MUQJO ... Mugo Pine .....cccoviiiiieiniins All Oregon zones
PINUS NIQra ...oooieiiiiiieeeee e AUSIFAN PINE ..o All Oregon zones
PiNUS reSiN0Sa.........evveiieiiiiiiie e Red.PINE ..o All Oregon zones
PiNUS rigida ......ccvvveiieiiiiiiee e PICN PINE oo All Oregon zones
PiNUS SYIVESLIIS ...oooiiiiiiiiieieiee e SCOLS PINE .t All Oregon zones
Prunus serrulatdPOISONOUS) ........cooiiiieeeeriiiiienennn. Japanese Flowering Cherry (POISONOUS) ........cccvvveeiinnes 4,7

Quillaja SAPONATIA ...cccevivviieeeeiiiieee e S0APDATK TIEE ...eeeiiei e 7

Robinia pseudoacaci@OISONOUS) ..........cccceevueneee. Black Locust (POISONOUS) ........cceeiiiiiiiiieesiiieiee e All zones

Salix matsudana tortuoSa ...........cccoeveeveirveeennnend COrksCrew WIlIOW .........cocvveiiiiiiiiiciee e

Sassafras albidum .........ccocoeeriiiiin CAMMON SASSATTAS ....eeviveiiiiiie i

Schinus Molle ..., California Pepper Tree

Syzygium paniculatum ..........cccooiiiieeeniiiieiee s Australian Bush-cherry, Eugenia ..........ccocccveiiiiiiiiiienninen. 7

Trachycarpus fortunei ..........cccccceeviiiiereenniiieeeeenns WIRAMII PalMm ... 4,7

Vines, Ground Covers

Botanical Name Common Name

CleMAtISSPP. «oieeiieeeeee et e e e e e Clematis (POISONOUS) .....cccooiuiiiieieiieeeeeceeeeeenne

Gelsemium sempervire(BOISONOUS) Carolina Jessamine (POISONOUS)

Hedera heli{POISONOUS) ........cccceiiiiiiieaeeiiiiieeeene English lvy (POISONOUS) ......ccccoeeeiiiiiiieeees

Solanunspp. (POISONOUS) ......cceviiiiiiieaeiiiiiiee e Nightshade (POISONOUS) .......cccoiiiiieriaiiiiieeeees .4,.5.6T

Tecomaria CapeNnSIS ......cc.ueveeeeiiiiieeeeeeiiieee e e Cape HoneysuckIe ...

Wisteria floribunda(POISONOUS) .........ccoeiiiiiiienennnee Japanese Wisteria (POISONOUS)
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